RECEIVED
DEC 2 6 Zuug
SEREFIBANEEBNG. 951

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY

OF LAKE FOREST PARK; RELATING TO THE CITY’S

CONDITIONAL  USE ORDINANCE; AMENDING

SECTION 18.54.047 OF THE LAKE FOREST PARK

MUNICIPAL CODE PROVIDING SPECIFIC

DEVELOPMENT CRITERIA UNDER WHICH A MULTI-

USE OR MULTI-PURPOSE TRAIL. MAY BE .
AUTHORIZED AS A CONDITIONAL USE

Whereas, congestion, conflicts and variety of users on multi-use and multi-purpose
trails has increased to a level that requires special regulation and consideration; and

Whereas, the Lake Forest Park Municipal Code contains regulations governing multi-
use and multi-purpose trail facilities under conditional uses in the City; and

Whereas, the City Council has determined that public health, safety and environmental
issues raised by the public, including those raised in public hearings and meetings, will be
protected and promoted by amendment of such regulations; and

Whereas, the City Council has determined that it is in the best interests of the City to
amend the provisions in the Lake Forest Park Municipal Code governing multi-use and multi-
purpose trail facilities as set forth in this Ordinance; now, therefore,

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF LAKE FOREST PARK,
WASHINGTON, DOES HEREBY ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 18.54.047 of the Lake Forest Park Municipal Code is amended as
folows:

18.54.47 Multi-use or Multi-purpose trails.
Al i. The City Council finds that the location of Multi-use or Multi-purpose trails in

the City of Lake Forest Park provide the public with an important opportunity for recreation.
outdoor activities and an alternative transportation mode in an urban environment.

2. The City Council finds that establishment, maintenance or improvement of
Multi-use or Multi-purpose trails in an urban environment, while providing general benefits 1o
the public, affects the quality of Jife and poses issues of safety for those living near a trail.

3. The City Council finds that the Mulii-use or Multi-purpose nature of rails
creates the potential for public safety issues arising from uses by different categories of users.

4, The City Council finds that the interests of the citizens of Lake Forest Park,
trail users, and those Hving near trails are best served by regulating the development,
improvement and operation of trails through a conditional use process designed to enhance the
public’s safety. 10 accommodate the interests of those living near trails, and to provide for the
interests of all trail users: and, to that end, the City Council sets forth the following principles,
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not as sources of additional authority for regulation, but as suidance for the City’s Hearing
Examiner, when that official considers applications under thus section:

a. Avoid, whenever possible. aliering traffic flows and patierns that are normal
and customary to neighborhoods through which a trail passes or will pass, or unpeding the
safe and efficient ingress and egress 1o and from adjacent or near-by uses and areas, or
degradine access for fire and emergency medical equipment and personnel.

b. Consider the neighborhood(s) through which a trail passes or will pass to
maintain compatibility with such neighborhoods, and to the extent practicable maintain the
privacy of adjacent residential uses or mitigate impacts upon residential uses through setbacks,
screening/iandscaping, fencing, and/or erade changes.

C. Provide a park-like environment where the trail passes through residential areas
with adequate and properly directed Jighting and appropriately placed information signs and
kiosks.

d. Provide a safe environment for trail users and residents of areas adjacent to
trails.
B. “Wiulti-use trail” and “multi-purpose trail” means a paved recreational path for non-

motorized users that connects with or continues with such paths in other cities, including but
not limited to paths designed for use bv: bicyclists, in-line skaters, roller skaters, wheelchair
users (hoth non-motorized and motorized) and nedestrnians, including walkers, runners, people
with baby strollers, and people walking dogs.

C. A multi-use or muiti-purpose trail facility may be allowed, added to or altered
as a conditional use in any land use zone of the City. In granting such conditional use,
the hearing examiner is instructed to attach appropriate conditions such as, but not
fimited to, the following: limitation of size, location on property and screening and to
only issue conditional use permits conditioned with any requirements provided under
Chapter 18.54, unless otherwise provided herein.

D. Anv conditional use for a multi-use trail or multi-purpose trail
i. Shall require for trail crossings with driveways and minor roadways:
a. providing access to less than 50 homes a vield sign for the trail users,

maintaining right-of-way to motor vehicular traffic with advance warning signs on the trail and
road (unless there are known conflicts that require a stop sign for the trail and/or additional
traffic control measures); or

b. providing access to 50 or more homes a stop sign for the trail users,
maintaining right-of-way to motor vehicular traffic with advance warning signs on the trafl and
road (uniess there are known conflicts that require additional traffic control measures for the

trail).

¢. The number of homes provided access by a trail crossing shall be calculated by
counting the number of housing units from the trail crossing to the point at which a
housing unit is closer to an alternate trail crossing or other exit not requiring
crossing the trail.
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2. Shali. with respect to trail crossings at signalized or stop sign controlled
intersections, alien the trail to enter into the controlled intersection (e.g. via a marked cross
walk) and abide by vehicular traffic contro] measures, unless the hearing examiner finds that
such alienment is not practicable.

3, Shall specify maximum posted speeds not to exceed 15 MPH. provided that in
order to promote safety and use of the trail by multiple users, a lower speed limit (e.g. 10
MPH) shall be posted in areas where there is user congestion, accident history, limited
sichtlines or other conditions that merit a lower speed limit. In the event that more than two
(2) reported accidents, as recorded by the City’s Chief of Police, involving more than one
party occur within any 0.5 mile portion of any trail in a 12-month period, such portion of trail
shall be deemed to be congested and/or to have other conditions meriting a lower speed limit
and the posted speed limit in such areas shall. at the request of the City, be reduced (if
previously higher) to not more than 10 MPH. If subsequent conditions change and a period of
not less than 24 months passes without any reported accidents involving more than one party
© within the lower speed zone, the owner of the trail may request the City to increase the posted
speed limii not to exceed 15 MPH (subject to reduction again as provided above).

4, Shall comply with all applicable requirements of this Chapter: provided that in
addition to the site plan required by LEPMC 18.54.021, the applicant shall provide 1o the
satisfaction of the hearing examiner:

a. A Traffic Control Plan that:

1. Includes a description of intersection control that addresses trail user
safetv and maintenance of reasonable convenience for traffic crossing the trail;

H. Establishes specific type and location of iraffic control and other signs
and markines for trail users, such as stop sigus, vield signs, speed limit signs, WATning signs,
crosswalks. and signs or markings that provide primary right-of-way for ingress and egress to
uses along the trail:

Hi. Establishes the location of radar activated speed indication devices as
may be desionated. provided and maintained by the City.

iv. Establishes a plan for law enforcement that identifies a scheduling
mechanisin for enforcement and the resources to be assigned to
enforcement, provided that the plan may_include a contract arrangement
with the City for law enforcement.

h. A Trail Development Plan that:

i. Is compatible with the character and appearance of development in the
vicinity and preserves the privacy of adjacent uses by the use of setbacks, screening,
landscaping, fencing or srade changes to buffer adjacent properties;

iL. Specifies trail design speed(s), sight distances, trail surfaces, trail widths
and speed control measures:;

1ii. Locates access limiting bollards, if any, and trail furniture, including but
not limited to benches, tables, and kiosk:
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. Provides a design of non-paved areas and shoulders including a
screening plan that complies with the screening and landscaping requirements in Chapter
18.62; provided however, whenever a trail is adjacent to single family residential zones,
screening/landscaping width shall be no less than 12 feet (provided that landscaping within
sight triangles shall not interfere with the sight triangles), unless the hearine examiner
determines that 12 feet of landscaping is not practicable:

. _ V. Provides a design of adequate trail lishting for safetv at drives and
intersections while minimizing light shining into residences to the extent reasonably possible
consistent with safety: and

vi. Provides for the following minimum setbacks from the property line of
the trail right of way to the edge of the trail shoulder:

Adjacent Property

Zoning Desienation Minimum Required Setback
RS-RM 12-foot sethback fo shoulder of trail
BN, CC, TC 10 foot setback to shoulder of trail

Provided however, whenever by reason of a pre-existing structure or topographical feature, width
of available right of way or applicable environmental laws and repulations. the setback or
landscaping requirements of this ordinance cannot be met by realienment of the proposed or
expanded trail, the hearing examiner may condition a conditional use permit

1. by reducing the width of the propesed trail. but only to the extent consistent

with trail user safety: or

o

by reducing the width of the required setback or landscaping by only that amount
necessary to accommodate the provosed trail: or

bv a combination of | and 2 above.

(')

Whenever the hearing examiner condifions a conditional use permit by reducing the width of the
required setback or landscaping, the hearing examiner shall include as a condition of the permit
enhanced iandscaping to provide screening that meets or exceeds screening provided by the
combination of the required setback and landscaping: provided that, if the remaining setback or
landscaping is inadequate in size fo allow for enhanced landscaping, the hearine examiner may
require mstallation of fencing that shall provide an effective visual barrier to the proposed frail,

c. A Trail Use Plan that:

i. Provides for the accommodation of different categories of trail users
traveling at different speeds and with different space requirements and minimizes conflicts
between them and that analvses how the following contribuie (o or promote such
accommodation;

] posted speeds;
. design speed: _
. trail surfaces, trail widths and speed control measures;
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D. use areas by different categories of users at peak times: and
E. roles and regulations for trail users:

iii. Includes the location of siens providing notification of trail conditions
and use regulations at entrv points to the City and at other kev points of the trail; and

d. A Trail Maintenance Plan establishing the partv responsible for each trail
facility feature requiring maintenance and establishing on-going maintenance standards to
maintain the safety of users and appearance of the trail, including. but not limited to, the

following:

1. Areas designated for maintained jandscaping. e.g.. site triangles and
other areas that require regular maintenance indicating expected levels of maintenance, e.g.
annual, monthly. more or less frequent during different seasons and procedures for periodic
replacement of dead or dving plants:

1. Areas proposed for minimal maintenance landscaping {e.g. control of
noxious weeds or height of vegetation only):

1ii. Areas proposed for no regular maintenance (e.g. natural areas that
would have litile or no maintenance other than that needed for health and safetv or emergency

reasons);

V. Traffic control and information signing maintenance including:
A Inspection schedule;
B. Replacement schedule: and
C. Enforcement actions for removal and defacement of signs:
V. Drainage facility maintenance;
Vi. Lighting maintenance;

Vil, Trail fumiture maintenance;

vili.  Maintenance of Trail Surface and Related Facilities, including but not

hmited to:
A Inspection of pavement surface and tree roots;
B. Pavement surface repair to maintain smooth surface;
. Sweeping and debris removal;
D Patching of utility connections: and
B Striped and painted areas.
i%. Response procedures for flood and landslide emergencies.
Section 2. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Ordinance is

held to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, such invalidity or
unconstitutionality thereof shall not affect the validity or constitutionality of any other section,
subsection, sentence, clause, phrase or word of this Ordinance.
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Section 3. This ordinance shall take effect after publication and posting as provided by law.

PASSED BY A MAJORITY VOTE of the members of the City of Lake Forest Park City
Council this 9" day of November 2006.

APPROVED:

APl

waht[!% Thomp%on Wyor Dro lempore

Attest:

Susan Stine, City Clerk
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